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Under its Music Director, Joanna Tomlinson, the Whitehall Choir, now in its 74th
season, aspires to the highest standards of performance in all its concerts.
Members share a strong commitment and, as well as rehearsing weekly on
Tuesday evenings to prepare for central London concerts during the academic year,
take part in recordings, occasional tours abroad and choral workshops. In spring
2016, the choir went on tour to Vienna where it performed two concerts featuring
English choral music. The choir is always interested in hearing from experienced
singers in all voice parts and auditions for new members are held at the start of
each term. Our next term begins on 9 January 2018.
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Joanna Tomlinson
Joanna is the newly appointed Music Director of the Whitehall Choir. She is also
Director of the internationally renowned Farnham Youth Choir, and of Constanza Chorus
in London. She is Associate Director of East London Chorus and is on the tutor panel for
the Association of British Choral Directors.
Farnham Youth Choir is an award-winning upper voice choir, which won two gold medals
in the 2015 European Choir Games in Magdeburg and in April 2017 performed at
Notre Dame, Paris. With Constanza Chorus she recently conducted Mozart Requiem
with the London Mozart Players at Cadogan Hall and a Mass at St Peterʼs Basilica
in Rome.
Joanna has been Director of the Choirs at Reading University and has also worked with
BBC Symphony Chorus, London Symphony Chorus, National Youth Choir of Great
Britain, National Youth Choir of Wales, Joyful Company of Singers, Royal College of
Music Chorus, Manchester Chamber Choir, Trinity Laban Junior College Choirs and
Wimbledon Choral Society.
In demand as a workshop leader, Joannaʼs recent workshops include sessions for UK
Choir Festival, ABCD, London Choral Conducting Masterclasses, and the Gabrieli
Consort ʻRoarʼ and Philharmonia Orchestra education schemes.
Joanna studied conducting with Neil Ferris and Peter Hanke, and at the Sherborne
Summer School under George Hurst. She has participated in masterclasses with Paul
Brough, Patrick Russill, Peter Broadbent, Michael Reif and John Dickson. She studied
Singing at the Royal College of Music, where she gained the post-graduate diploma in
Singing with Distinction. She has appeared as soprano soloist in much of the core
oratorio repertoire. As a choral singer, Joanna works with BBC Singers, Philharmonia
Voices, Britten Sinfonia Voices, Gabrieli Consort and Sonoro at venues including the
Royal Festival Hall, Royal Albert Hall, the Barbican and Sage, Gateshead.
Joanna teaches singing and conducting. She has taught at Bedales School, Trinity
Laban Junior Department and Royal College of Music Junior Department, and worked
as vocal coach to the Polish National Youth Choir and on the Helicon Arts singing course.

Ian Tindale
Ian was awarded the Pianistʼs Prize in the 2017 Wigmore Hall/Kohn Foundation Song
Competition following performances with duo partner soprano Harriet Burns. He has
also won accompaniment prizes at the Kathleen Ferrier Awards, Royal Overseas
League Music Competition, Gerald Moore Award and Maggie Teyte Competition.
Ian has performed with singers at venues across London, the UK and in Europe. Recent
engagements have included concerts at Wigmore Hall, Cadogan Hall, Queen Elizabeth
Hall and St Johnʼs Smith Square as well as at the Oxford Lieder Festival, Ryedale
Festival, Edinburgh Fringe Festival, Buxton Festival and further afield in France, Austria,
Corfu and Malta. Ian regularly collaborates with rising stars Soraya Mafi, Anna Harvey,
Eleanor Dennis, Nick Pritchard, Rowan Pierce and Nicky Spence and he has recently
performed with established artists such as Christopher Purves and Susan Bullock,. He
has performed on BBC Radio 3 ʻIn Tuneʼ on numerous occasions, and he recently
appeared on BBC2 ʻProms Extraʼ with Ailish Tynan. In 2005 he performed for a royal
audience at Buckingham Palace as part of a Royal Music Day for Schools, and under
the auspices of the Royal College of Music (RCM) he has performed at the British
Ambassadorʼs Residence in Paris and for visits to the RCM of the First Lady of China
and RCM President HRH the Prince of Wales.
Ian, originally from Oxfordshire, read Music at Selwyn College, Cambridge, where he
was also Organ Scholar. He graduated with a double first in 2011, receiving the Tony
Bland Prize for academic achievement, the Williamson Prize for performance and the
Brian Runnett Prize for organ. In 2013 Ian graduated from the Master of Performance
course in Piano Accompaniment at the Royal College of Music (RCM) with Distinction
following studies with Simon Lepper, John Blakely and Roger Vignoles. Subsequently
Ian was the Lord and Lady Lurgan Junior Fellow in Piano Accompaniment at the RCM.
As a repetiteur Ian has worked with Ryedale Festival Opera (The Coronation of Poppea;
Alcina, as musical director) Longborough Festival Opera (Fidelio) and the RCM
International Opera School (La finta giardiniera; Cunning Little Vixen), and he regularly
appears as a harpsichord and continuo player with baroque ensembles across London.
As an orchestral keyboard player Ian has appeared with the London Symphony
Orchestra, London Philharmonic Orchestra, Philharmonia Orchestra and the Orchestra
of the Royal Opera. Since 2013 he has been accompanist of the Whitehall Choir, and he
is a regular deputy accompanist for the Philharmonia Chorus. As an organist, Ian gained
the Fellowship Diploma of the Royal College of Organists (FRCO) in 2012, and he is
now Visiting Organist of St Maryʼs Church, Merton Park.

Hymn to the Virgin
Words: Anon., music: Benjamin Britten
Solos: Kate Goulden, Paula Nobes, Alastair Tolley and Mark Graver
Of one that is so fair and bright
Velut maris stella
Brighter than the day is light,
Parens et puella:
I cry to thee, thou see to me,
Lady, pray thy Son for me,
Tam pia,
That I may come to thee.
Maria!

Lady flowʼr of everything,
Rosa sine spina,
Thou bar Jesu, Heavenʼs King
Gratia divina:
Of all thou bearʼst the prize,
Lady, queen of paradise
Electa:
Maid mild, mother es Effecta
Effecta.

All this world was forlorn
Eva peccatrice,
Till our Lord was y-born
De te genetrice.
With ave it went away
Darkest night, and comes the day
Salutis;
The well springeth out of thee.
Virtutis.

Audience Carol: Once in Royal Davidʼs City
Words: C. F. Alexander, music: H. J. Gauntlett harm. Mann arr. by Willcocks
Solo: Florence Pillman
1) Solo
Once in royal Davidʼs city
Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby
In a manger for his bed.
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.

3) All
And through all his wondrous
childhood
He would honour and obey,
Love, and watch the lowly maiden,
In whose gentle arms he lay;
Christian children all must be
Mild, obedient, good as he.

2) Choir
He came down to earth from heaven
Who is God and Lord of all,
And his shelter was a stable,
And his cradle was a stall;
With the poor, and mean, and lowly,
Lived on earth our Saviour holy.

4) All
And our eyes at last shall see him,
Through his own redeeming love,
For that child so dear and gentle
Is our Lord in heaven above;
And he leads his children on
To the place where he is gone.

5) All
Not in that poor lowly stable,
With the oxen standing by,
We shall see him; but in heaven
Set at Godʼs right hand on high;
When like stars his children crowned
All in white shall wait around.

Ding Dong! Merrily on High!
Words: G. R. Woodward, music: 16th-century French melody harmonized by
Charles Wood
Ding dong! Merrily on high in heavʼn the bells are ringing:
Ding dong! Verily the sky is rivʼn with angels singing.
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!
Eʼen so here below below, let steeple bells be swungen,
And i–o, i–o, i–o, by priest and people sungen.
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!
Pray you, dutifully prime your matin chimes, ye ringers;
May you beautifully rime your evetime songs, ye singers.
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!

The Angel Gabriel
Basque traditional carol arranged by Michael Higgins
Solo: Lucilla Poston
The angel Gabriel from heaven came,
His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame;
ʻAll hailʼ said he ʻthou lowly maiden Maryʼ
Most highly favoured lady, Gloria!
ʻFor know a blessed Mother thou shalt be,
All generations laud and honour thee,
Thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretoldʼ
Most highly favoured lady, Gloria!
Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head,
ʻTo me be as it pleaseth Godʼ she said.
ʻMy soul shall laud and magnify his holy name.ʼ
Most highly favoured lady, Gloria!

Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born
In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn,
And Christian fold throughout the world will every say:
Most highly favoured lady, Gloria!

Reading: Story of the Birth of the Messiah (Luke)
Revd Ralph Williamson, Vicar of St Peter's Church

Bethlehem Down
Words: Bruce Blunt, music: Peter Warlock
ʻWhen he is King we will give him the Kingʼs gifts,
Myrrh for its sweetness, and gold for a crown,
Beautiful robesʼ said the young girl to Joseph,
Fair with her firstborn on Bethlehem Down.
Bethlehem Down is full of the starlight –
Winds for the spices, and stars for the gold,
Mary for sleep, and for lullaby music
Songs of a shepherd by Bethlehem Fold.
When he is King they will clothe him in grave-sheets,
Myrrh for embalming, and wood for a crown,
He that lies now in the white arms of Mary,
Sleeping so lightly on Bethlehem Down.
Here he has peace and a short while for dreaming,
Close huddled oxen to keep him from cold,
Mary for love and for lullaby music
Songs of a shepherd by Bethlehem Fold.

Audience Carol: God Rest you Merry Gentlemen
English traditional carol arranged by David Willcocks
God rest you merry gentlemen, let nothing you dismay,
Remember Christ our Saviour was born on Christmas Day;
To save us all from Satanʼs power when we were gone astray.
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy;
O tidings of comfort and joy.
From God our heavenly Father a blessèd angel came;
And unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same;
How that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by name.
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy; etc
The shepherds at those tidings rejoiced much in mind,
And left their flocks a-feeding in tempest, storm and wind,
And went to Bethlʼem straightaway this blessèd Babe to find.
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy; etc
Now to the Lord sing praises all you within this place,
And with true love and brotherhood each other now embrace;
This holy tide of Christmas all others doth deface.
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy; etc

O Oriens
Advent Antiphon, music: Cecilia McDowall
O Oriens, splendor lucis aeternae,
et sol justitiae :
veni, et illumina
sedentes in tenebris,
et umbra mortis.

O Morning Star,
splendour of light eternal, and sun of
righteousness:
Come and enlighten
those who dwell in darkness
and the shadow of death.

Reading: Christmas 1943 in Southern Italy,
from The diary of Spike Milligan
Philip Pratley

No Small Wonder
Words: Paul Wigmore, music: Paul Edwards
Small wonder the star, small wonder the light,
the angels in chorus, the shepherds in fright;
but stable and manger for God no small wonder!
Small wonder the kings, small wonder they bore
the gold and the incense, the myrrh, to adore;
but God gives his life on a cross no small wonder!
Small wonder the love, small wonder the grace,
the power, the glory, the light of his face;
but all to redeem my poor heart no small wonder!

Audience Carol: The First Nowell
English traditional carol arranged by David Willcocks
1)
The first Nowell the angel did say
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields
as they lay;
In fields where they lay, keeping
their sheep,
On a cold winterʼs night that was
so deep:
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
Born is the King of Israel!
2)
They looked up and saw a star,
Shining in the east, beyond them far;
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night:
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
Born is the King of Israel!
3)
And by the light of that same star,
Three wise men came from country far;
To seek for a king was their intent,
And to follow the star wherever it went:
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
Born is the King of Israel!

4)
This star drew nigh to the north-west;
Oʼer Bethlehem it took its rest,
And there it did both stop and stay
Right over the place where Jesus lay:
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
Born is the King of Israel!
5)
Then enterʼd in those wise men three,
Full revʼrently upon their knee,
And offerʼd there in his presence
Their gold and myrrh and frankincense:
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
Born is the King of Israel!
6)
Then let us all with one accord
Sing praises to our heavʼnly Lord,
That hath made heavʼn and earth
of naught,
And with his blood mankind
hath brought:
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
Born is the King of Israel!

Sussex Carol
English traditional carol arranged by David Willcocks
On Christmas night all Christians sing,
To hear the news the angels bring,
News of great joy, news of great mirth,
News of our merciful Kingʼs birth.

When sin departs before his grace,
Then life and health come in its place;
Angels and men with joy may sing,
All for to see the new-born King.

Then why should men on earth be
so sad,
Since our Redeemer made us glad,
When from our sin he set us free,
All for to gain our liberty?

All out of darkness we have light,
Which made the angels sing
this night:
ʻGlory to God and peace to men,
Now and for evermore. Amen.ʼ

Reading : Christmas Morning
from A Christmas Carol, Charles Dickens
Jo Tomlinson

Audience Carol: O Come All ye Faithful
Words and melody by J F Wade arranged by David Willcocks
1)
O come, all ye faithful
Joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him
Born the King of Angels;
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!

3)
See how the shepherds,
Summoned to his cradle,
Leaving their flocks draw nigh
with lowly fear;
We too will thither
Bend our joyful footsteps;
O come, let us adore him, etc

2)
God of God
Light of Light,
Lo! He abhors not the Virginʼs womb;
Very God, Begotten, not created:
O come, let us adore him, etc

4)
Sing, choirs of angels,
Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heavʼn above;
Glory to God
In the highest:
O come, let us adore him, etc

The Shepherdʼs Farewell (from Lʼenfance du Christ, Op.25)
Words and music: Hector Berlioz
Thou must leave thy lowly dwelling,
The humble crib, the stable bare,
Babe, all mortal babes excelling,
Content our earthly lot to share,
Loving father, loving mother,
Shelter thee with tender care!

Blest are ye beyond all measure,
Thou happy father, mother mild!
Guard ye well your heavʼnly treasure,
The Prince of Peace, the Holy Child!
God go with you, God protect you,
Guide you safely through the wild!

Blessed Jesus, we implore thee
With humble love and holy fear,
In the land that lies before thee,
Forget not us who linger here!
May the shepherdʼs lowly calling
Ever to thy heart be dear!

Reading: William Starts the Holidays
from William the Conqueror, Richmal Crompton
Roger Eastman

Kings of Orient
Words and melody: J. H. Hopkin arranged by David Willcocks

We three kings of Orient are;
Bearing gifts we traverse afar
Field and fountain, moor and
mountain,
Following yonder star:
O star of wonder, star of night,
Star with royal beauty bright,
Westward leading, still proceeding,
Guide us to thy perfect light.

Melchior: Martin Humphreys
Born a king on Bethlehem plain,
Gold I bring, to crown him again –
King for ever, ceasing never,
Over us all to reign:
O star of wonder, etc
Caspar: Simon Hunter
Frankincense to offer have I;
Incense owns a deity nigh:
Prayer and praising, all men raising,
Worship him, God most high:
O star of wonder, etc

Balthazar: Laurence Grace
Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume
Breaths a life of gathering gloom;
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,
Sealed in the stone-cold tomb:
O star of wonder, etc

Glorious now, behold him arise,
King, and God, and sacrifice!
Heavʼn sings alleluya,
Alleluya the earth replies:
O star of wonder, etc

Audience Carol: Hark the Herald Angels Sing
Words: Charles Wesley, music: F. Mendelssohn arranged by David Willcocks
1)
Hark! The herald angels sing
Glory to the new-born King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled:
Joyful all ye nations rise,
Join the triumph of the skies,
With thʼangelic host proclaim,
Christ is born in Bethlehem.
Hark! The herald angels sing
Glory to the new born King.
2)
Christ, by highest heavʼn adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold him come
Offspring of a virginʼs womb:
Veiled in flesh the God-head see,
Hail thʼincarnate deity!
Pleased as man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing
Glory to the new born King.

3)
Hail the heavʼn born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
Risʼn with healing in his wings;
Mild he lays his glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing
Glory to the new born King.

We Wish You a Merry Christmas
Traditional West Country carol arranged by Arthur Warrell
We wish you a merry Christmas,
We wish you a merry Christmas,
We wish you a merry Christmas
And a happy New Year.
Good tidings we bring to you and your kin;
We wish you a merry Christmas
And a happy New Year.
Now bring us some figgy pudding,
Now bring us some figgy pudding,
Now bring us some figgy pudding,
And bring some out here.
Good tidings we bring to you and your kin; etc
For we all like figgy pudding,
We all like figgy pudding,
For we all like figgy pudding,
So bring some out here.
Good tidings we bring to you and your kin; etc
And we wonʼt go till weʼve got some,
We wonʼt go till weʼve got some,
And we wonʼt go till weʼve got some,
So bring some out here.
Good tidings we bring to you and your kin; etc

Please join us for seasonal refreshments in the church
after the concert

We are keen to extend our team of supporters who organise things behind the
scenes at our concerts. If you would be interested, please contact the
chairman@whitehallchoir.org

Patrons and Friends
Friends and Patrons of the choir are a vital part of our future. They help fund
not only our regular concerts but also additional activities such as workshops,
sing-through days and tours. For a single payment at the start of each season,
Friends receive one top-price ticket for all Whitehall Choir-promoted concerts,
plus a 10% discount on any further tickets they require. Also included are
advance notification of all concerts/events and a free programme – perfect for
regular concert attenders, who will save overall on the whole season. For
further details about how to become a Patron or Friend please see the Support Us
page of our website, www.whitehallchoir.org.uk.
Patrons and Friends:
Mr Michael Growcott; Mr John Purkiss; Captain B V Woodford CBE, RN;
and others, who wish to remain anonymous
Friends:
Miss Elsie Broadbent; Mrs E Gotto; Mrs Gillian Holmes; Mr John Warren;
Mrs Lis Warren; and others, who wish to remain anonymous

Support
Look at the choirʼs website for information and, particularly for ways that you
can Support Us. If you would like to keep in touch and have news of the choir
from time to time, please register your email address there.

Would you like to join us?
The Whitehall Choir is always looking for talented singers. Since the arrival of
our new Music Director, Joanna Tomlinson, in September the choir has seen a
healthy injection of new voices and we would welcome yet more more next
term – in all voice parts. If youʼd like to try us, come along to our first rehearsal
on Tuesday 9 January 2018 when we will be starting work on the Brahms
Requiem. Or come to our Open Rehearsal the following week on 16 January,
when there will be music making followed by a chance to socialise over drink of
wine and refreshments with Jo and the rest of the choir.
We rehearse during the academic year on Tuesday evenings, 6.30-9pm, in the
Parish Hall of St Peterʼs Eaton Square, London SW1W 9AL. Further details at
www.whitehallchoir.org or email joinus@whitehallchoir.org.uk. Also follow us on
Facebook and Twitter.
Programme: Jonathan Williams

Friday 17th November, St John’s Smith Square, London SW1P 3HA

In 2007 the Whitehall Choir’s first CD featured the first recorded performance of
Whitehall Choir Recordings
Paul Spicer’s The Deciduous Cross, together with Bruckner’s Mass in E minor.
The second CD, recorded in 2009 at St Alban’s Church, Holborn, is a selection
Copies of our CDs, all conducted by our previous Music Director, Paul Spicer,
of music for the Christmas season. The pieces for Whitehall Choir’s most recent
will be on sale after the concert.
CD, Ascendit, recorded in 2014, were chosen to trace the period of the liturgical
calendar between Passiontide and Ascension.
• Brucknerʼs Mass in E minor and Spicerʼs The Deciduous Cross with the
Brandenburg Sinfonia.
• Fairest Flower of any Field, Christmas music through the ages, with organ
accompaniment by James Longford. Applauded by Gramophone magazine as
a must-buy Christmas recording. Byrd, Victoria, Palestrina, Bach,
Mendelssohn, Finzi, Howells, Rutter, Warlock, Walton, Mathias and Elizabeth
Poston, whose carol ʻJesus Christ the Apple Treeʼ never fails to stir emotions.
• Ascendit, with organ accompaniment by Ian Tindale. Passiontide music by
Philips, Gibbons, Blow, Lotti, Purcell, Wesley, Stanford, Vaughan Williams,
Finzi, Leighton and Spicer, crowned by mezzo-soprano Anna Harveyʼs showstopping solo in Macmillanʼs ʻPascha nostrum immolatus est Christusʼ. Also
included in this recording is ʻChrist on the Crossʼ by Whitehall Young
Composer winner Samuel Parsons.

Future Concerts this Season
Brahms Requiem
Thursday 22 March 2018, St Jamesʼs Piccadilly, London W1J 9LL
Bernstein Chichester Psalms
and works by Runestad, Lauridsen, Ives and Gjeilo
Thursday 28 June 2018, St Peterʼs Eaton Square, London SW1W 9AL

