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Whitehall Choir Committee meeting

Thursday 1 May 2008, 6.15pm COI

Attending

Samantha Foley, Jonathan Williams, Malcolm Todd, Laurence Grace, Colin Altman, Liz Walton, Rose Chandler, Miranda Douce, Katherine Howes, Ruth Eastman, Kate Goulden

Apologies

Ken Holmes, Paul Spicer, Rachel Salisbury, Martin Humphreys
1) Minutes of the last meeting
There was a discussion on keeping disturbances during rehearsal to a minimum and Liz Walton volunteered to draft a short text for circulation

Next year’s programme

4/5 December 2008, Christmas Programme, the committee are asked to email ideas for venues for this concert as we can’t go to Holy Trinity Sloane Square as originally planned – action all

16 December 2008, St Stephens Carol Concert (need to check for any clash with the Ritz Carol nights) – action Sam
April 2009, Brahms Requiem, Cadogan Hall can accommodate us but we will check other possibilities as well (SJSS cannot accommodate us).

10 July 2009, Purcell and contemporaries at St Johns Smith Square, we will make this a firm booking – action Jonathan

St Albans, Holborn is our venue of choice for the recording of the Christmas CD – Monica and Sam are in discussion with them.
Missa Solemnis

This is to be a joint concert with the Birmingham Bach Choir at Symphony Hall; transport for Whitehall Choir to Birmingham will be arranged.  Paul is proposing that eight rehearsals plus a whole day on a Saturday will be sufficient to prepare us for this work.

2) Finances
The receipts for the Monteverdi concert at Holy Trinity Sloane Square were up 35% on the original budget and there were about 300 people in the audience.  The rest of the budget is on plan.

3) Recording project
At St Albans Holborn we will only be able to record in the afternoons but this can be accommodated.  Dates reserved are 7/8 February 2009.  Cost of hiring the music for 6 months will be approximately £25 per person based on the current draft programme.  We will be looking for ways in which this can be reduced.

4) Accounts for the last season
The Independent Examiner is happy with the accounts and these will be presented at the SGM on 13 May.  Sam will circulate them to the committee.  Thanks to Ken for preparing the accounts and for working with the new examiner to introduce him to the choir’s figures – action Sam

5) Choir re-auditions
The proposal is to have an audition day on a Saturday and we will pay for an accompanist.  After discussion the general feeling of the committee is that it is better to do this over the summer break rather than have members come back for the autumn term and then have auditions.  This could be achieved by having a Saturday and an evening on another day to give a choice.  Sam will talk to Paul about dates – action Sam
6) Banqueting House concert
We will ask for 10 - 20 complimentary tickets.  The concert starts at 7 pm with supper afterwards, included in the ticket price for audience, free for the choir.  Sam asked Colin and Malcolm to consider the dress code for the men and to report back  - action Malcolm and Colin
7) Choir photographs
We have a small budget for some photographs to be taken during the rehearsal at the Banqueting House.  We have two candidate photographers who would do a session for this price and will take up Ken Mears’ offer.  Ruth will negotiate with the Banqueting House – action Ruth
8) Rehearsal schedules
Some members felt under rehearsed for the Monteverdi and that the rehearsal schedule had not been adhered to.  Sam will discuss with Paul and part reps will keep an eye on parts of the programme that they feel their part are finding difficult. – action Sam and part reps

9) AOB
Do we want a trip to the theatre again this summer?  In principle, yes.  Sam to ask Philip – action Sam

November Come & Sing – Sam has approached Church of the Holy Spirit, Clapham about holding this again on 1 November but we need to agree a fee for the use of the church.

Kate will send round the contact list from the website for amendment. – action Kate
Next meetings

Monday 9 June 2008

SGM  - Tues 13th May

AGM Tuesday 15 July 2008
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