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Whitehall Choir
Minutes of Committee Meeting, 13th Nov 2006, 6.45pm, COI
Present
Laurence Grace

Samantha Foley

Malcolm Todd

Miranda Douce

Kate Goulden

Ruth Eastman

Ken Holmes

Jonathan Williams

Moira Purkiss

Rachel Salisbury

Martin Humphreys
Apologies
Catherine Bahkshi

Paul Spicer

Rose Chandler
1. Minutes of last meeting

Adopted.

2. Come and Sing Mozart Requiem
The event was seen as a great success - in term of all 3 objectives, namely: a fun event for the Choir, fundraising, and recruitment/retention - and we will consider holding another one next year, possibly at approximately the same time.  The Church had been thanked for their extensive assistance, and we have made an extra donation to their funds in recognition of this and a slightly higher level of income than budgeted.

3. Recording
Sam summarised progress on the recording project:

· Venue: Thanks were recorded to Liz Warren and Monica Darnborough for working very hard on finding an economical, acceptable and practical venue for the recording.  We have chosen St Mary Le Bow, Mansion House. The recording engineer has visited the church and is content with the acoustic.  

· Orchestra: Bob Porter (orchestra fixer) can field 20 out of 21 of the original players we used for the initial concert performance, which Paul considers highly desirable.  

· Funding: So far, 52 people have responded to the choir fundraising letter with a commitment totalling £6540.  Combined with money from the Jubilee fund and general funds, there is sufficient funding to proceed (although with only a small contingency).    

· Rehearsals: these will be the first three weeks of the January term.  

· Permissions: still needed to use the R S Thomas poetry in the Deciduous Cross.; also the MCPS licence needs to applied for; and permission to use the Bruckner scores for a recording needs to be secured. All action Malcolm (and Paul as needed). 

A vote was taken on whether to proceed with the recording project, subject to the appropriate permissions and copyright issues being resolved. Vote result was 10 for, one abstention.  Committee agreed to take the project forward.

4. Financial report
The budget shows a break even position assuming the Jubilee Fund makes the agreed contribution towards the French tour. Based on the General Fund maintaining a reserve of £4,000 at the year end (to underwrite any unforeseen events such as possible concert cancellation) then a figure of up to £4,500 could be made available towards the cost of the recording.

5. Future repertoire
After some discussion, revised Programme ideas from Paul for the 2007/08 Season were agreed:

1) Handel Saul
2) Programme of English music

3) Monteverdi 1610 Vespers
Venues/dates - we will start with asking the South Bank Centre for a date for the Saul concert in any of the three seasons. This requires a formal written “pitch” to the SBC. Action Rachel to draft.

6. Tour
Presently 46 members are signed up to come and two concerts are confirmed (Saturday & Sunday).  More details will be available shortly and posted on the website [now available]. The representative from Specialised Travel will attend a rehearsal in November, to meet the Choir etc. The next payment was due in mid November. 
7. Next concert, 23 November 2006
Advertising will be in the Sunday Times, Telegraph and Guardian this weekend. Arrangements in hand. 

8. Christmas Concert
Readings will be invited from Paul, the Vicar and Sir Brian Bender, plus one other. Action Ken.  Music from 100 Carols for Choirs and Ritz Books. Action - Sam to circulate programme  to all. 

9. Ritz Carols
Monday 18th to Sunday 24th except Wednesday 20th.  Between 15 and 18 singers are needed for each night.  There will be a concert manager from the committee for each evening. Action – Part Reps to populate lists of singers for each night; Sam to co-ordinate.

Date of next meetings:
· Thursday Jan 18th 2007

· Thursday 1st March 2007

· Tues 6th March – SGM

· Thursday 19th April 2007

· Monday 11th June 2007

· Tues 10th July – AGM

Meeting closed 8.40pm.

JW/SF Nov 06.
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