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 Whitehall Choir 

From the 
Chairman
Welcome to the Whitehall Choir spring newsletter.  
Now that the clocks have gone forward and we can 
enjoy light evenings once more, here’s a look forward to 
the new term and a preview of some things to come     
in 2013, but first a look back to our most recent success. 

Reviewing last term, I feel that we have had a 
busy but rewarding time. Our hard work on Israel 
in Egypt paid off and we were applauded by an 
enthusiastic audience at St John’s, Smith Square. 
Paul described our performance as really terrific: 

“The choir was great and rose to the huge challenge of 
that extraordinary work. You had so much to do, and at 
all points you were ready and rose to the occasion 
magnificently. There are many different moods, styles, 
dynamics and colours you have to achieve in order to 
put the piece across successfully, but you did all that 
and more. I found the thick darkness very moving .... 
the final movement was a riot!”

Provisional figures show that we just exceeded our 
budget for ticket sales. An advantage of St John’s 
is that the box office typically match our own sales 
and this time they sold about 80 tickets on the day 
itself. For our next performance we are on are own 
so it’s even more important to make every effort 

we can to promote our concert and attract an 
audience. Facebook is playing an increasingly 
important role in this and Martin Humphreys has 
written a few words about this on the next page.

Our performance of the Mozart Requiem at             
St Martin-in-the-Fields with the Brandenburg 
Sinfonia was similarly well received with the 
sopranos earning a special credit from Paul for 
their “‘et semini floating moments”. What more     
can I say?

70th Anniversary

Next year is our platinum anniversary. For our 
diamond jubilee we went on tour to Riga in Latvia 
and put on a gala concert of works by Holst, 
Vaughan Williams and Elgar at the Royal College 
of Music. The committee is looking at some special 
things to do to mark our 70th anniversary. Our 

summer concert in 2013 is scheduled to be at the 
Banqueting House so this is one occasion when we 
could do something special. If you have ideas of 
your own, do give them to your part rep for our 
next committee meeting on Monday 30 April. 

Our seventy years of existence is due in large part 
to the dedication of choir chairpersons over the 
years. At our last concert we said our formal 
farewells to Lis Warren after over 28 years in the 
choir. Happily it’s not goodbye, Lis writes:

“I look forward to taking part in the Brahms, future 
Come and Sing events and of course, being part of 
future audiences so that I can enjoy hearing the quality 
go from strength to strength, as it has done since Paul 
took over. For those new to the choir, you would not 
recognise the sound we made some 20 years ago as 
being the same choir - I am immensely proud of our 
progress and very grateful for having been part of it.”

New term

We meet again next week on Tuesday 17 April to 
start work on Rossini’s Petite messe solennelle. If 
you want to buy your own copy, details of the 
Ricordi score and a link to where to order it are on 
the members’ page of our website. Rose and 
Laurie will also have copies to hire. This will be 
our first performance at St Peter’s Eaton Square, 
gloriously refurbished after a fire in 1987. 

Jonathan

chairman@whitehallchoir.org.uk

From the Chairman
With spring now here 
and our summer term 
about to begin, a look 
back at last term and   
a preview of what     
lies ahead
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Dates for your diary
All choir dates can be 
found on our website 
but here they are again 
for your convenience
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Brahms Requiem
Our Come and Sing 
with the Whitehall 
Orchestra is just three 
weeks into the new 
term so now is the time 
to get friends and 
relations signed up     
to come
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Facebook
Most of our ticket sales 
are down to us, but 
Facebook is becoming 
increasingly important 
for promoting our 
events and for audience 
to leave feedback
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Vocal workshop

An evening’s coaching 
with Ghislaine Morgan 
to look forward to
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Choir AGM
The season ends with 
our Annual General 
Meeting on Tuesday  
10 July
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“The parting of the Red Sea” from the 
Israel in Egypt concert flyer

Key dates for the rest of 2012
Tuesday 17 April, summer term starts

Saturday 12 May, Brahms Requiem with Whitehall Orchestra

Tuesday 26 June, Rossini, Petite messe solennelle

Tuesday 3 July, vocal workshop with Ghislaine Morgan

Tuesday 10 July, choir Annual General Meeting

Tuesday 4 September, autumn term starts

Friday 23 November, concert St Margaret’s Westminster

Tuesday 11 December, Christmas concert, St Stephen’s

mailto:chairman@whitehallchoir.org.uk
mailto:chairman@whitehallchoir.org.uk
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zSinger Registration Fee: £20

For registration details visit

www.whitehallchoir.org.uk

The are also vacancies for some 

players, to enquire contact

<<email address>>

ST. SEPULCHRE-WITHOUT-NEWGATE

GILTSPUR STREET, LONDON          

EC1A 9DE

St. Sepulchre's is the largest parish church 
in the City of London and has an 
important history dating back to 1137. 
Nowadays, it is best known as the 
National Musicians' Church. With its 
excellent and thriving musical tradition, St. 
Sepulchre's has links with many music 
colleges and institutions, providing an 
important venue for musical events and a 
centre for musicians.

The nearest Underground stations are 
Farringdon and St Paul’s. There is also 
metered parking available nearby. Places 
to eat are within walking distance at 
Smithfield Market.
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†   WORKSHOP DAY   ¢

Come and join Paul Spicer and the 
Whitehall Choir with Michael Nebe and 
the Whitehall Orchestra for a workshop 
on the Brahms Requiem followed by a 
performance at the Musicians’ Church.

Saturday 12 May 2012

St. Sepulchre-without-Newgate 
Giltspur Street, London EC1A 9DE

BRAHMS
REQUIEM

TimetableTimetable

Registration 9:30

Choir Workshop 10:00 to 12:30

Lunch 12:30 to 13:30

Choir and 

orchestra

13:30 to 16:00

Tea 16:00 to 16:30

Performance 16:30

Dress Code

The dress code for the workshop, rehearsal 

and performance is casual.

Audience

Bring your friends and family for a day out 

in London and and then to the performance. 

Tickets will not be sold in advance but a 

donation towards the cost of staging the 

event would be very welcome.

Whitehall Choir is a registered charity, no. 280478.

Brahms 
Requiem
There is a steady flow of registrations   
for our Come and Sing on Saturday     
12 May. However, now is the time         
to give the promotion an extra push.

With 50 choir members signed up 
and some external singers already 
registered, this is going to be a 
fantastic event. It’s a chance to 
perform this favourite piece with an 
orchestra and introduce some new 
people to the choir at the same time. 
Come and Sing events are an 
excellent way to raise our profile and 
to attract new members to join us. 

Michael Nebe, the conductor of the  
Whitehall Orchestra, is really looking 
forward to performing the work so 
let’s make sure we have the choral 
forces to do it justice, otherwise we 
won’t be heard! Full details on how 
to register are on our website.

Facebook
Facebook is a phenomenon which, as we 
work harder to find new audiences for 
our music, we can’t ignore.

People now use Facebook more than 
all the search engines, such as Google 
and Yahoo combined, and it is 
becoming more widely used across 
all age groups. In fact the fastest 
growing Facebook user group is the 
45+ group.

As a consequence, it is increasingly 
being used by businesses, 
organisations and brands to share 
their stories and connect with people.

Our choir has had a page for just 
over 3 years. To find the Whitehall 
Choir page, simply type ‘Whitehall 
Choir’ into the search section at the 
top of your Facebook and you’ll find 
us. (Note that the Whitehall 
Orchestra also have their own 
Facebook page.) Then click on 
‘Like’ (80 people like us already) and 
the WHC page will appear in the 
Pages section on the Info tab of your 
profile (timeline).

We keep the page updated with all 
the latest information about concerts 
so it is then really easy to invite your 
friends and provide them with all the 
information they need, including a 
map for the venue etc.

People can also comment on the 
concert afterwards which (assuming 
it is positive) is another really 
effective way of encouraging     
future audiences.

Vocal 
workshop
We are running an evening workshop for 
choir members with Ghislaine Morgan 
on the Tuesday following our summer 
concert, 3 July, usual rehearsal time. 

Ghislaine read music at Oxford 
University where she continued her 
studies in piano and violin before 
going on to train in music education, 
and then as a singer at the Royal 
College of Music.

She sang regularly with many 
renowned groups such as The 
Monteverdi Choir, The Tallis Scholars 
and The Sixteen, as well as with the 
King’s Consort, The Richard Hickox 
Singers and opera choruses including 
The Aix-en-Provence Festival Opera, 
The Bath Festival Opera and Opera 
de Lyon. She has appeared as soloist 
on recordings for the Arte Nova, 
Decca, EMI, Gimell, Naxos, 
Richmond and Regent labels. 

Ghislaine is engaged as a coach for 
choirs throughout Britain and 
Europe and has directed workshops 
in Britain and abroad.

So put the date in your diary now 
and more details will be available 
nearer the time.

Choir AGM
The choir’s Annual General Meeting 
will take place on Tuesday 10 July, 
6.30pm at St Stephen’s, Rochester Row. 

The AGM is your opportunity to 
have a formal say in the management 
of the choir. All committee members 
stand down at the end of the season 
and, if willing, stand for re-election. 
Now is the time to talk to the existing 
committee to find out what they do 
and to see if you would like to take 
on a role in running the choir, if not 
this year, maybe in a future year. In 
addition to the formal committee 
posts, many other members perform 
vital tasks from designing the 
programmes, through concert 
management to opening and closing 
the church each week. Some roles are 
carried out as a job share so you do 
not have to do all the work on your 
own. Taking on a task is great way to 
find out more about how our choir is 
run and to make use of a particular 
skill you may have.

A look into 
2012-13
The next season will begin with a 
programme of works by Langlais, 
Poulenc, Peeters and Duruflé at        
St Margaret’s, Westminster. After 
Christmas, we will be rehearsing the 
Bach B minor Mass for a performance 
at St John’s, Smith Square. Note that 
this will be on Maundy Thursday,  
28 March, so you might want to 
make a note of this now.

Outside St John’s, Smith Square on the day of our last concert

The committee
Chairman: Jonathan Williams

Secretary: Liz Walton  

Treasurer: Patrick Haighton

Business Managers: Penny Prior & Katherine Herzberg

Librarians: Rose Chandler & Laurence Grace

Publicity: Martin Humphreys, Ruth Eastman, Rachel Nixon

Webmaster: Richard Grafen

Soprano Rep: Kate Goulden

Alto Rep: Alison Williams

Tenor Rep: Ben Nicholls

Bass Rep: Malcolm Todd


