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 Whitehall Choir 

From the 
Chairman
As we find ourselves between a concert and a recording 
of the material we have just performed, it’s time to take 
stock of where we are and what’s on the horizon.  

This time the Choir Newsletter comes to you from 
France. I am enjoying a super break with several 
other members at Paul’s English Choral 
Experience Abroad at Béduer near Figeac, more 
overleaf. It’s a time to reflect on what has been       
a challenging term for the choir and I am very 
proud of our achievements. A mixed programme 
of pieces is always more difficult to learn and 
Samuel Parsons’s Christ on the Cross, with all its 
intricacies, has been hard to master. However, we 
presented a competent performance to a receptive 
audience at St Alban’s, very ably accompanied by 
Ian at the organ. A big thank you to everyone for 
their focus and dedicated attendance last term.

CD recording

Of course we now have to achieve the same, even 
more for the CD recording on 3 and 4 May. I have 
reproduced the timetable and provisional running 
order on the next page. Those who were part of 
our previous CD recording sessions will recall that 
a great deal of concentration is required but it’s a 

rewarding experience with a sense of achievement 
each time we complete a piece and move on to the 
next, so we can look forward to a fun weekend. As 
part of the funding of the project, we agreed that 
members would contribute £50 to the project and 
we will be collecting this at the start of next term.

Hire music

The music hire for last term was very complicated 
to arrange and it’s very important that all copies 
are returned promptly. Please can you therefore 
ensure that all hire music is returned to Mark at 
the end of the recording session on the Sunday. To 
help with this, there’s a list of hired and purchased 
music on the next page.  

Looking ahead

For the autumn term we now have a firm booking 
at St John’s Smith Square for 24 November. We 

will be performing settings of the Magnificat by   
both J S Bach and C P E Bach. We will also be at   
St John’s on Maundy Thursday, 2 April 2015.     
The programme for this concert is still under 
discussion. For the summer 2015 term, we are 
planning a programme of partsongs  by Stanford, 
Elgar, Britten and Moeran. 

Choir AGM

The choir Annual General Meeting will be held   
on 8 July which is the Tuesday after the summer 
concert. This is your opportunity to contribute to 
the running of the choir. All the committee stand 
for re-election and there is a general discussion   
on future priorities for the choir including concert 
programmes, venues, fundraising and other 
activities such as workshops and tours.

New term

We meet again on Tuesday 29 April. We will 
devote this rehearsal to revision of the programme 
for the CD. The following week, 6 May, we will 
start work on this term’s music which is by Elgar, 
Brahms, Stanford, Rheinberger and Kodály.    
Mark will have packs of music ready for you so, 
please arrive a little earlier to collect your set of 
scores. If you have new members interested in 
joining the choir, please invite them to come to the 
rehearsal on 6 May. 

Jonathan
chairman@whitehallchoir.org.uk
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St Alban the Martyr

Key dates for 2014/2015
Tuesday 29 April, Summer term starts
Saturday 3 & Sunday 4 May, CD recording project
Friday 4 July, Summer concert, Holy Trinity,                     
Sloane Square

Tuesday 8 July, Choir AGM
Monday 24 November, Autumn concert,                                  
St John’s Smith Square
Maundy Thursday, 2 April 2015, Spring concert,                     
St John’s Smith Square
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Recording 
timetable
This is a draft running order for the 
recording sessions on 3 and 4 May.

Saturday 3 May 10:00 to 17:00

Stanford! Coelos ascendit hodie
Wesley! Wash me throughly
Leighton! Let all the world
Gibbons! O clap your hands
Purcell! Remember not, Lord, our 
! offences
Spicer! Come, Lord Jesus
Spicer! Love is beautiful indeed
Finzi! God is gone up

Sunday 4 May 13:00 to 18:00

Philips! Ascendit Deus
Leighton! What love is this of thine?
MacMillan! Qui Meditabitur
Lotti ! Crucifixus
Parsons! Christ on the Cross
MacMillan! Pascha nostrum
RVW! O vos omnes
Blow ! Salvator mundi

Hire music
Here’s a reminder of the music bought 
and hired for last term.

Hire music which must be returned 
after the recording session:

• Leighton – Let All The World

• Vaughan Williams – O Vos Omnes

• Finzi – God Is Gone Up

• Gibbons – O Clap Your Hands – 
can members who subsequently 
used their copies of the Oxford 
Book of Tudor Anthems please 
check they’ve not got the hire 
version at home, it will be a blue 
soft cover

• Howells – God Is Gone Up – 
reminder that we dropped this one 
so you may have left it at home

• MacMillan – Data Est Mihi Omnis 
Potestas – reminder that we 
dropped this one too so you may 
have left it at home – or you may 
have bought it 

Music you bought (and can keep):

• MacMillan – Qui Meditabitur

• Kenneth Leighton – What love is 
this of thine

• MacMillan – Pascha Nostrum 
Immolatus Est 

Free copies of music:

• Everything else was printed free – 
please can you keep your copies

• Coelos Ascendit Hodie - don’t 
forget we are doing this again this 
term so you need to bring your 
copy with you.

Unfinished 
Remembering

26/04/2014 06:48Birmingham Bach Choir - New Commission 'Unfinished Remembering'
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New commission for 2014

Tickets for 
Unfinished Remembering

Full price: £25, £18 & £12
Concessions: £22, £15 & £10

Important new commission for
World War One commemoration
2014 marks the centenary of the outbreak of the 1914-
18 War. To commemorate this event the Birmingham
Bach Choir has commissioned the poet Euan Tait and its
own conductor/composer, Paul Spicer, to write a major
choral and orchestral work for performance on 13
September 2014 in Symphony Hall (soloists soprano
Johane Ansell and baritone William Dazeley and the
Orchestra of the Swan). The work is called Unfinished
Remembering and is a choral symphony in four
movements. In commemorating the Great War, the work
also commemorates all wars and, perhaps especially
those with which we have been recently involved in Iraq
and Afghanistan. 
Paul Spicer has already produced two successful large-
scale choral/orchestral works, the two-hour Easter
Oratorio (2000) and the hour-long Advent Oratorio
(2009). Unfinished Remembering, however, will be
completely different in form to these earlier works and
will have four through-composed movements.
The project emanated from the poet Euan Tait and it is
his words which must initially describe the work's
genesis. The work is dedicated to The Heroes in Each
Generation.

Read about Euan Tait's idea for the work here.

Download the press release here.
Link to Euan Tait's website

The commissioning, performing and recording of this
major new work requires a huge fund-raising effort
(about £117,000), already well in progress. In addition
the Choir will be promoting and supporting Help for
Heroes, which undertakes such valuable work with the
wounded of our times. We are applying to Trusts and
seeking sponsorship from business. A generous Grant
of £24,500 from the John Feeney Charitable Trust has
secured the commission. The choir is actively
fundraising and has produced over £36,000 in the last
2 years with donations and a variety of activities. More
fundraising is planned with some original and lively
ideas. 
Dates and details will be published on this site as they
are confirmed and we hope that these events will have a
wide appeal. 

Supporters who shop on-line can help us by registering
with www.easyfundraising.org.uk and nominating
'Birmingham Bach Choir' as their chosen charity. Using
the fundraising site to access your on-line shop attracts
donations to the Choir and the sums become significant
if lots of people join in. 

If you would like to know more about the fundraising
and join us in this exciting project contact

See also:
New Military Choir
Unsung Heroes

'In the deep of our beings God
has set a pavilion for hope' 
from Unfinished Remembering
by Euan Tait 

Euan Tait
Photo © George Hall

If you would like to make a
financial contribution towards
the commissioning, performing
and recording of this major new
work, please consider making an
instant donation by credit card
or PayPal

 

 

In 2010, long before commemoration 
of the First World War was declared a 
national event, Paul Spicer was 
approached by the poet Euan Tait 
with the libretto of a new choral 
symphony for performance in 2014. 
At that time, Euan was living in 
Wootton Bassett and witnessing the 
repatriations from present conflicts. 
He was inspired to write a poem on 
the themes of bravery, service and 
sacrifice. In Paul’s music, Euan 
recognised an ‘extraordinary, 
powerful humanity, an emotional 
literacy and intelligence’, which he 
felt would give a wonderful voice to 
his own words. Evolving by critical 

dialogue between the two artists, the 
collaboration thrived. The fruits of 
their labours will be performed on  
13 September 2014 by the 
Birmingham Bach Choir and the 
orchestra of the Swan. Joining them 
will be distinguished soloists Johane 
Ansell and William Dazeley together 
with a semi-chorus from the 
Birmingham Conservatoire. This 
premiere of Unfinished Remembering 
will take place at the Symphony Hall 
in Birmingham. 

For anyone interested in coming 
along, it will be a wonderful 
opportunity for Whitehall Choir 
singers to experience Paul’s music as 
audience members rather than 
performers! As part of fundraising 
for the project, pairs of tickets are 
available for a special price, until     
30 April; for details follow this link. 
Other tickets are available here.

ECE Abroad

Since you last saw Paul, he has been 
leading this year’s English Choral 
Experience Abroad at Chateau de 
Béduer in the Lot. The headline piece 
for the concert at the end of the week 
was meant to have been the Fauré 
Requiem, which we prepared to near 
perfection. The organ in Figeac’s 
beautiful Romanesque church, St-
Sauveur, however, did not oblige!  
following a convincing first half of 
choral music by Byrd, Mouton, Saint-
Saens, Poulenc and Rameau. The 45 
singers on the course included seven 
from our own choir and a regulars 
from other ECEA courses. Besides 
inspiring rehearsals with Paul, we 
found time to explore the region and 
were treated every night to gourmet 
food taken in the grand chateau. 

Rapturous applause for the choir after our last concert    
which included the world première by Samuel Parsons.

The committee

Chairman: Jonathan Williams
Secretary: Joanna Tomlinson 
Treasurer: Patrick Haighton
Business Manager: Penny Prior
Librarian: Mark Graver

Publicity: Martin Humphreys & Ruth Eastman
Soprano Rep: Kate Goulden
Alto Rep: Alison Williams
Tenor Rep: Alastair Tolley
Bass Rep: Daniel Lambauer
Webmaster: Richard Grafen
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