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 Whitehall Choir 

From the 
Chairman
The Easter break has come before our termly 
concert this time so we are still in the final stages 
of our preparation.    

I hope you have had some time off over Easter and 
now that the clocks have gone forward for British 
Summer time, we can enjoy coming to rehearsal in 
the daylight. I didn’t produce a newsletter during 
the Christmas break (administration for the tour 
took most of my spare time) so this edition starts 
with a look back to our Athalia concert at St John’s 
Smith Square. We have established fruitful 
partnerships with the London Baroque Sinfonia 
and the Royal College of Music for our Handel 
concerts in recent years. Armed with a find band 
of players and outstanding soloists, we were well 
placed to present a fine rendition of Athalia. The 
concert was reviewed at length by Curtis Rogers. 
Whilst he acknowledges that we are an amateur 
choir, his review is favourable overall:

Paul Spicer proceeded to direct an urgent, well-paced 
interpretation of the whole work. The voluntary 
members of the Whitehall Choir outnumbered the 
orchestra, and they produced a full, enthusiastic sound, 
which made its best effect in those quintessentially 
Handelian moments of breadth and grandeur. This may 

not have been a perfect performance in technical 
accomplishment, then, and that should not necessarily 
be expected. But, just as importantly, the performers 
were engaged with the spirit of the work, bringing to 
life a rewarding and less prominent manifestation of 
Handel’s dramatic genius.

Our Christmas concert was St Peter’s for the first 
time and we enjoyed a warm welcome from the 
vicar, Ralph Williamson. We were pleased to 
donate a proportion of the programme price to the 
Samaritans and thanks to support from the verger, 
we were able to serve refreshments afterwards. 

Choir AGM

The Choir AGM will be on Tuesday 19 July, the 
week after the summer concert. Each year the 
committee stands down and a new group of 
members is elected at the AGM. The choir 
depends on time given freely and willingly by the 
committee and as Chairman, I am very grateful for 
all their hard work. Serving on the committee is a 
good way to be more involved in how the choir 
runs and to be part of decisions such as what we 
perform and where. I will send out more detail 
about the AGM nearer the time but if you are 
interested in taking an active role in the running of 
the choir, do talk to an existing committee member 
about how you might contribute. 

This term

With Easter being so early this year, we decided to 
hold our concert after the break. We therefore have 
two more rehearsals on our English Choral 
Landscape programme before our concert on 
Thursday 21 April at Holy Trinity, Sloane Square. 
The rehearsal immediately following the concert 
on Tuesday 26 April will just be for those going on 
the Vienna tour. We will start rehearsals for our 
concert of French music on Tuesday 3 May. If you 
know of any new members who would like to join 
us for the final term of this season, please invite 
them to come along then. Mark will have packs of 
music ready for you at this rehearsal as well so 
please turn up in good time to collect them.  

Jonathan
chairman@whitehallchoir.org.uk
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Handel
Athalia
Whitehall Choir : London Baroque Sinfonia

Paul Spicer

Tuesday 17 November 2015, 7pm
St John’s Smith Square, SW1P 3HA

Emily Forrest (soprano)
Eve Daniell (soprano)
Abigail Broughton (soprano)
Tristram Cooke (counter tenor)
Will Blake (tenor)
Nicholas Mogg (bass)

Tickets £25, £22.50, £18, £10 from the St John’s Smith Square
Box office, 020 7222 1061, www.sjss.org.uk or available through the Choir. 

Key dates for 2016
Thursday 21 April 2016, Four centuries of English song,   
Holy Trinity, Sloane Square
Thursday 28 April - Monday 2 May 2016, Vienna tour
Saturday 11 June, Whitehall Choir workshop

Thursday 14 July 2016, Bastille Day concert,                           
St James’s Piccadilly
Tuesday 19 July, choir AGM
Saturday 8 October, Come & Sing, Clapham 
Tuesday 22 November, concert St John’s Smith Square

mailto:chairman@whitehallchoir.org.uk
mailto:chairman@whitehallchoir.org.uk
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Choir tour
After two years of planning, the choir 
tour is nearly upon us. 

We are very pleased to be performing 
our first concert in Vienna with 
Cantus Novus at the Votivkirche. You 
may remember that two of their 
singers came to see us at the end of 
our last season, visiting one of our 
rehearsals and also attending our 
concert. We are doing half the concert 
each and then performing three 
pieces together: Bruckner’s Locus iste, 
Parry’s Blest pair of sirens and Paul’s 
Glory be to God for dappled things. 
They have designed a very attractive 
flyer (above) with the concert title 
Keep in tune with heaven.

Our second concert is at the 
Pfarrkirche in Krems and is being 
promoted by the local community as 
a concert in aid of the church 

restoration fund. We have produced 
a special version of our flyer in 
German together with one of our 
recent group pictures. We will also be 
singing one or two anthems as part 
of the church service which 
immediately precedes our concert. 
The concert in Krems is part of a day 
out to the Wachau valley and we will 
also be visiting the famous abbey     
at Melk. 

Future events
This term we also have our choir 
workshop on Saturday 8 June. This is 
a closed event and is a special 
training day for us as a group. To 
gain the maximum benefit, it is 
important that as many of the choir 
are there as possible so please make 
every effort to attend. We will have 
an external facilitator who will work 
with us on vocal technique and we 
will use extracts from the European 

sacred Music volume for exercises in 
singing together.

In the autumn, on Saturday 8 
October, we will be holding a 
Come and Sing event for external 
singers at the Church of the Holy 
Spirit in Clapham. We currently 
plan to work on Dvorak’s Stabat 
Mater which we have not sung for 
a number of years. The Come and 
Sing is an important event for 
choir recruitment so please put the 
date in your diary and think of 
friends to invite along.

ECE
Paul’s English Choral Experience 
is celebrating it’s 10th anniversary 
in Abbey Dore this summer. The 
course runs from 24th to 30th July 
and the repertoire includes a piece 
by Paul specially commissioned for 
the anniversary. 

The committee

Chairman: Jonathan Williams
Secretary: Joanna Tomlinson 
Treasurer: Patrick Haighton
Business Manager: Penny Prior
Librarian: Mark Graver

Publicity: Martin Humphreys
Soprano Rep: Kate Goulden
Alto Rep: Julie Dyg
Tenor Rep: Alastair Tolley
Bass Rep: Daniel Lambauer
Webmaster: Richard Grafen

An English
choral landscape

Dirigent : Paul Spicer

Sonntag 1. Mai 2016, 20.00 Uhr
Pfarrkirche Krems-St. Veit

Der Whitehall Chor aus London 
präsentiert Musik von Purcell, 

Parry, Howells, Bainton und Spicer  

Orgel : Ian Tindale

Freiwillige Spenden zugunsten der Renovierung des 
“Dom der Wachau”

Benefizkonzert zugunsten der 
Renovierung des "Dom der Wachau" 


