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 Whitehall Choir 

From the 
Chairman
Now we are in the first few days of September 
and the new season is about to start, once again 
it’s time to write the termly choir newsletter.   

The summer term of our last season was very busy  
with two concerts, the Vienna tour and the choral 
workshop. Our English Choral Landscape 
programme had a good airing, first at Holy Trinity 
Sloane Square and then twice more on tour. It 
proved an attractive programme to take to Vienna, 
both with its title and selection of music perhaps 
not so frequently heard abroad. 

I was unfortunately not able to sing in the summer 
concert but it did give me a rare chance to hear the 
choir as an audience member. As I said at the 
AGM, it was a very engaging programme and the 
choir came across very well. We were treated to 
some fine piano playing by Michael Higgins too. It 
was good to go back to St James’s Piccadilly after a 
gap of over 15 years. It has a lovely acoustic and 
we received a warm welcome from the local team 
who are keen to have us back again. 

Our choir workshop on 11 June with Alison Ling 
was the first event dedicated to choir development 
that we have had for a while. This time we 

focussed mainly on vocal technique and we can 
broaden the workshop format to include other 
aspects of choral singing on future occasions. 

Choir AGM

At the AGM, Paul highlighted both the successes 
of this season and the challenges for us ahead. 
Recruitment of new members is a priority for us at 
the moment and to this end we have launched 
some new initiatives including bursaries to attract 
singers. Our latest recruitment flyer is on the choir 
website - please send it on by email to anyone you 

think might be interested in joining us. We also 
discussed our current rehearsal venue at St 
Peter’s. Whilst it’s not ideal acoustically, an 
exhaustive search last year showed that there’s 
virtually nowhere else available in the 
neighbourhood on a Tuesday evening. We are 
resolved to make more use of the main church 
building this season so that we can practise once 
or twice per term in a bigger acoustic. 

With regard to finances, subscriptions will remain 
the same but to maintain our income over 
expenditure, we need to sell even more tickets for 
our concerts this season. We do receive some 
sponsorship from the Josephine Baker Trust 
towards the costs of soloists from the Royal 
Academy of Music and we are also very honoured 
to have received a substantial anonymous 
donation towards our next concert. We will 
continue to look at other ways to obtain financial 
support for the choir, especially linked to 
education in music.

This term

Rehearsals for our ‘Mirror of Perfection’ concert at 
St John’s Smith Square begin on Tuesday 6 
September. If you know of any new members 
who would like to join us, don’t forget to invite 
them to come along to the first or second rehearsal 
to try us out. Mark will have packs of music ready 
for you at this rehearsal as well so please turn up 
in good time to collect them.  

Jonathan
chairman@whitehallchoir.org.uk
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Chantez!

Whitehall Choir : Paul Spicer

7:30pm Thursday 14 July 2016
St James's Piccadilly 

London W1J 9LL

French music on Bastille day 

Tickets £15 from 
www.whitehallchoir.org,  

 a choir member, or on the door 
,

Piano : Michael Higgins

Mouton, Phinot, Fauré, Gounod, 
Franck, Saint-Saëns, Massenet, 

Debussy and Villette

Key dates for 2016/2017
Saturday 8 October, Come & Sing, Church of the Holy Spirit,              
      Clapham, SW4
Tuesday 22 November, concert at St John’s Smith Square
Tuesday 13 December, Christmas concert at St Peter’s,
      Eaton Square

Thursday 6 April, Spring concert
Thursday 6 July, concert at St Peter’s, Eaton Square
Friday 17 November, concert at St John’s Smith Square

mailto:chairman@whitehallchoir.org.uk
mailto:chairman@whitehallchoir.org.uk
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Choir tour
The choir tour took two years to 
organise but the preparation paid off 
and everything went to plan. We had 
chosen Rayburn Tours based on their 
quotation and track record of 50 
years in the tour business. Our tour 
guide Roy was a great help whilst we 
were away, always going ahead to 
check the arrangements and 
managing all the expenses for the 
meals. We had some fun on the 
organised activities in Vienna as well 
as the day out in the Wachau valley.

Our host choir, Cantus Novus, 
coordinated both the rehearsal and 
venue for our first concert. It was 
great to have another choir to work 
with and we had an enjoyable time 
all together at the post-concert party. 
They made us very welcome and are 
keen to make a visit to the UK to sing 
with us in the near future. 

We also had a fantastic welcome 
from the local church people at the 
Pfarrkirche in Krems who had laid 
on a lovely afternoon tea for us. We 
sang two anthems  as part of their 
evening service and then gave a 
concert in aid of the church funds. 
We raised a good sum of money for 
their restoration fund and sold a 
number of our own CDs in support 
of the tour! Our tour would not have 
been possible without Daniel’s hard 
work. He arranged both the 
connection with Cantus Novus and 
the concert in Krems with support 
from his family. 

We are still summarising the 
feedback from the members’ 
questionnaire but a key highlight is 
the opportunity to get to know other 
choir members better and to spend 
some social time together. There is 
also considerable interest in 
organising a similar tour again soon.

Richard 
Blackford
Born in London in 1954, Richard 
Blackford studied composition with 
John Lambert at the Royal College of 
Music and conducting with Norman 
del Mar. Much of Blackford’s concert 
output until recent years has been 
choral music. Two of his major 
choral/orchestral works, Mirror Of 
Perfection and Voices of Exile, have 
been the subjects of full-length 
television documentaries

Dvořák   
Come & Sing
On Saturday 8 October, we will be 
holding our Come & Sing event at 
the Church of the Holy Spirit in 

Clapham. We will be working on 
Dvořák’s Stabat Mater and the day 
will finish with a sing through of the 
main movements of the work. The 
Come & Sing is an important event 
for choir recruitment so please put 
the date in your diary and promote 
the event to singing friends using our 
flyer, available for download from 
the website.

The committee

Chairman: Jonathan Williams
Secretary: To be confirmed
Treasurer: Patrick Haighton
Business Manager: Penny Prior
Librarian: Mark Graver

Publicity: Martin Humphreys
Soprano Rep: Kate Goulden
Alto Rep: Julie Dyg
Tenor Rep: Philip Pratley (acting)
Bass Rep: Daniel Lambauer
Webmaster: Richard Grafen

Come and Sing
with the Whitehall Choir and Paul Spicer

Saturday 8 October 2016,  
Church of the Holy Spirit,  

Narbonne Avenue, Clapham, SW4 9JU 

Piano : Ian Tindale

Dvorak: Stabat Mater


