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 Whitehall Choir 

From the 
Chairman
Welcome to the Whitehall Choir Christmas newsletter. 
As we prepare for the Christmas break, here is a review 
of last term and some information on what is coming  
in 2012. 

I hope you all find some time to rest and to visit 
friends and relations over the Christmas holiday. 
Our Christmas concert last Tuesday has certainly 
put me in the mood and it was good to see a 
reasonable number in the audience. Patrick tells 
me that we achieved a small surplus so many 
thanks to everyone for selling tickets. The vicar 
and parishioners welcome this annual event and it 
has now become a Whitehall Choir tradition.

Our first event of the term was the Come & Sing 
Haydn’s Creation. We had lots of positive 
feedback from people who attended and a 
difference this time was that choir members had 
the opportunity to sing some of the solo items. 
This was enjoyed by all!

The Tallis to Whitacre programme, consisting of a 
variety of pieces, required a lot of preparation. 
However, much good singing was achieved on the 
day and we were credited with a long and 
enthusiastic review in Planet Holborn. Kay Norman 

writes “Soaring voices blending perfectly in intricate 
yet melodious harmonies meant that even novice ears 
could appreciate this varied program. The biggest joy 
was just to close my eyes and enjoy the uplifting and, at 
times, ethereal sound”. St Alban the Martyr was a 
new concert venue for us and proved to be a very 

successful experiment. They are keen to have us 
back again so we will schedule another visit in a 
future season. 

Auditions

Auditions for choir members will be taking place 
after Christmas. For more details on the timetable 
and format, please see overleaf. One of our 
hallmarks is that we are an “auditioned choir”. By 

this we mean that new members have to pass an 
audition on joining and existing members have to 
be re-auditioned at regular intervals, 
approximately every three years in our case. The 
purpose of the formal re-audition is to give Paul 
an opportunity to review the singing resource that 
we have in the choir. When planning future 
programmes, it is important to know what kind of 
music we can reasonably perform and whether 
any solo items might be covered by choir 
members. Paul also uses the re-audition to give 
some individual feedback to singers for their own 
development as musicians. It is not a wholesale 
“weeding out” exercise, though of course there is 
always the possibility that someone may have 
reached the stage where they might feel more at 
home in a different type of choir.  Please see this 
process as a chance to show Paul what you can do 
and how you contribute vocally to the choir.

Our first rehearsal is on Tuesday 10 January and 
Rose and Laurie will be handing out music as 
usual. If you own a copy of Israel in Egypt, don’t 
forget to look it out and bring it with you. We will 
be finishing off outstanding auditions as well so I 
will let you know nearer the time if this affects the 
rehearsal arrangements.

With best wishes for Christmas and the              
New Year,

Jonathan
chairman@whitehallchoir.org.uk
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Photograph by Nan Denton from the 
Tallis to Whitacre concert flyer

Key dates for 2012
Saturday 7 January, choir auditions

Tuesday 10 January, spring term starts

Friday 9 March, Mozart Requiem, Brandenburg Sinfonia

Friday 23 March, Handel, Israel in Egypt

Tuesday 17 April, summer term starts

Saturday 12 May, Brahms Requiem, Whitehall Orchestra

Tuesday 26 June, Rossini, Petite Messe solennelle

Tuesday 3 July, vocal workshop with Ghislaine Morgan

Tuesday 10 July, choir Annual General Meeting
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A New Year 
resolution
The auditions are a formal review of 
where we are but as a choir, we also need 
to reflect on who we are and what we 
want to be. The committee discussed our 
future aims and how we can realise them 
at the recent meeting on 5 December. 

As an auditioned amateur choir, it is 
possible for us reach a standard 
equal to or even better than some 
professional organisations. We 
perform in prestigious London 
venues and usually employ both 
professional orchestral players and 
soloists. In Paul we have one of the 
UK’s leading choral conductors with 
a wealth of knowledge and 
experience to impart to us. 

We have the benefit of a term of 
weekly rehearsals to prepare for a 
concert and study the music in 
depth. At these rehearsals we are 
supported by James, a skilled 
accompanist and performer in his 
own right.

It is up to us to match this offering 
with our own commitment 
throughout each term. Yes, we all 
lead busy lives, many choir members 
having responsible jobs with 
irregular time pressures and 
commitments. However, Tuesday 
evenings are a special time for us all, 
an opportunity to put the stress of 
the week on one side and focus on 
music making. 

If we are unavoidably away one 
week, it is our responsibility to get 
the markings from a colleague and 
revise what we have missed. If a 
particular passage is challenging, we 
should take time to look at it 
between rehearsals and listen to a 
midi file. In most cases these are now 
available on our website. Arriving 
late is distracting for both Paul and 
the choir so we should plan to arrive 
earlier and be ready to sing at 6.30.

We now have programmes and 
venues in place both for this season 
and the next. All the details will be 
circulated to members and also put 
on our website. We will be appearing 
twice at St John’s, Smith Square, 
returning to St Margaret’s, 
Westminster and trying out a new 
venue at St Peter’s, Eaton Square. We 
are also going to put on a joint event 
with the Whitehall Orchestra for the 
first time and will run a workshop 
for the choir focussing on choral 
technique with Ghislaine Morgan at 
the end of the summer term.

We have much to look forward to, 
starting with our big concert of the 
season, Israel in Egypt, next term. So 
time to turn over a new leaf and 
renew our commitment to the choir 
and what we want to achieve.

Mozart 
Requiem
We will be performing the Mozart 
Requiem again with the Brandenburg 
Sinfonia at St Martin-in-the-Fields on 
Friday 9 March. 

Although we performed it last year, 
we will still have two rehearsals on 
Mondays 27 February and 5 March. 
The scale of the music festival 

promoted by the Brandenburg 
Sinfonia has increased considerably 
and it is important that we maintain 
a high standard in this concert series. 
Please let your part rep know if you 
are not able to take part so that we 
know what forces we have. 
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Joint event 
with the 
Whitehall 
Orchestra
On Saturday 12 May, we are trying a 
new joint venture with the Whitehall 
Orchestra. Like ourselves, they are 
amateur musicians but with a 
professional conductor, Michael Nebe. 
David Rawlins, a tenor in our choir, is 
their current chairman (see photo).

The aim of this event is to raise the 
profile of the choir and to have an 

opportunity to sing one of the larger 
choral works with an orchestra. The 
choice of music has been easy in that 
the orchestra are very keen to 
perform the Brahms Requiem and 
we have, of course, performed this 
twice with smaller forces in the 
recent past.

Although this will be a one day 
event, we are going to promote it as 
more of a concert than we do for our 
usual Come and Sing days. We will 
advertise it to other choirs to attract 
singers who want to perform the 
work with us and they will join us in 
the morning for a choir rehearsal.  In 
the afternoon, we will rehearse with 
the orchestra and the concert will 
follow in the evening with a suitable 
break for a rest. We will ask singers 
and orchestra to be in concert dress 
to match the occasion.

We want to more than cover our 
costs for this event so we will aim for 
a good audience of at least 100 and 
60-80 external singers. Obviously the 
orchestra will have to muster all their 
forces (you can’t have an orchestra 
without the woodwind for example) 
so we will need to do the same. 
Please put this date in your diary and 
let your part rep know now if you 
are already committed on that day. 
We want it to be a success!

Audition 
details
Here is a summary of what you will be 
asked to do at your audition. 

• Sing a few scales with the piano

• Pick a note from a chord

• Sing a piece of your own choice 
(please bring a copy for James)

• Sing a sight-reading piece which 
will be accompanied.

Whitehall Orchestra at St John’s, Smith Square                  
(from their website)

The committee
Chairman: Jonathan Williams

Secretary: Liz Walton  

Treasurer: Patrick Haighton

Business Managers: Penny Prior & Katherine Herzberg

Librarians: Rose Chandler & Laurence Grace

Publicity: Martin Humphreys, Ruth Eastman, Rachel Nixon

Webmaster: Richard Grafen

Soprano Rep: Kate Goulden

Alto Rep: Alison Williams

Tenor Rep: Ben Nicolls

Bass Rep: Malcolm Todd


