Whitehall Choir AGM — 4 July 2023

Chair’s Report — Philip Pratley

It is several years since Whitehall Choir packed so much into a single season. As we
conclude the 2022-23 season, we can reflect on the breadth of our ambition and the way it

builds on our progress following the Covid affected years.

You, the members of our choir, can take a sense of real achievement and pride from our
work. From an autumn concert looking anew at psalm settings from polyphony to
contemporary, the Christmas concert, reauditions, our Bach ‘come and sing’ then into the
extraordinary Bach St John Passion, a term and a St John’s Smith Square evening which will
sit so long in the memory, then into our Sing Joyfully concert and to our recording session.
The response from our audiences has been tremendous. That is due to every member of

our Choir, and in particular of course Jo and it’s a tribute to all that you bring us.

Jo will give us her reflections on that remarkable sequence across the season. Before she
does so, | would take a moment to reflect on the quality of the administration of our Choir
and the commitment from those who have transformed our weekly communications, our
accounting, our business management and our concert management, bringing us up to the
standard of innovation which we have been fortunate to rely on for example in our publicity
and membership areas. It's encouraging to see how many of us assist in running our Choir,
from rehearsal refreshments to the reciprocal front of house teams between us and

Constanza.



One of the most encouraging features of this season has been the number and quality of
new members who have joined. Welcome to Whitehall Choir; thank you for your
confidence in us and the contribution you make to being part of our music and our

performances.

Turning to the subscriptions for the coming 2023-24 season, as we saw at the recent SGM
when we took our current accounting period, we can see the impact of rising costs. Our
current subscription of £240 was set in 2010, and although we have in the period since
removed the small discount for those who paid in full at the beginning of a season, and we
have introduced a younger members subscription, the subscription level has remained
unchanged for over a decade. When we come to the subscription agenda item, and mindful
of the cost of living pressures on everyone, we are therefore proposing a modest increase in
the annual subscription. Working closely with Jo, we have also developed a musical rc for
the coming seasons which will allow us to balance the financial commitments and ensure

we have programmes which are both challenging and musically stimulating to perform.

In handing over to Jo, | end with a formal and personal thank you to her and to lan for their
phenomenal commitment and contribution to everything we do. Jo, lan, on behalf of
everyone in Whitehall Choir: for you professionalism, your musicianship and your

friendship, thank you both.



